
🌍 Geography Medium Term Plan — Nursery & Reception (Autumn 2)

Instructions: Each week uses the story focus to explore geography. Nursery and Reception have differentiated activities. Children explore places, environments, and spatial awareness.

Week 1 – 🐷 The Three Little Pigs
Learning Intention: To understand different types of homes and the materials used to build them.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Show pictures of different homes (straw, stick, brick, tents, flats).
· Ask children to sort pictures into “strong” and “weak” homes.
· Discuss why homes are different in different places.
· Build small houses with natural materials in sand or large construction outside.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Draw a simple map of the three pigs’ houses.
· Use symbols for house, wolf, and trees.
· Discuss why the pigs chose different materials.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Explore natural and built environments; describe familiar environments.
· Reception: Use simple maps and plans; describe features of their environment.


Week 2 – 🍪 The Gingerbread Man
Learning Intention: To explore local environments and understand routes.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Read the story.
· Create a simple route using arrows for the Gingerbread Man’s journey.
· Act out the journey with soft toys.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Draw a simple map showing the Gingerbread Man’s journey from farm to river.
· Label features like river, farm, and forest.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Explore routes and patterns in familiar places; talk about direction.
· Reception: Use symbols to represent locations; describe and compare places.


Week 3 – ❤️ Little Red Riding Hood
Learning Intention: To explore forests and rural areas.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Discuss forests in the story.
· Sort pictures of rural and urban environments.
· Explore natural materials like leaves and sticks.
· Optional: Go on a “forest walk” around school grounds.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Create a simple map of the forest path to Grandma’s house.
· Include trees, paths, and obstacles.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Recognise features of the immediate environment; explore natural materials.
· Reception: Use maps to show features; describe similarities and differences between environments.

Week 4 – 🌿 Jack and the Beanstalk
Learning Intention: Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Discuss plants, trees, and animals in the story.
· Explore the school garden or nearby green area, noticing plants and wildlife.
· Talk about how to look after plants and creatures safely.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Draw a picture of Jack’s garden and the beanstalk, including plants and animals.
· Discuss why it’s important to take care of the environment.
· Make a simple “care for nature” poster with examples of helping plants and animals.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Explore and talk about natural environments; begin to show care for living things.
· Reception: Describe and respect environments and living things; discuss ways to look after them.

Week 5 – 🎄 The Christmas Pine
Learning Intention: To explore places near and far.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Discuss Norway and London; show on a globe or map.
· Identify other places they know.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Draw a simple map showing the Christmas Pine’s journey from Norway to London.
· Mark start and end points.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Talk about familiar places; explore the wider world through pictures and stories.
· Reception: Compare places; recognise that people live in different environments.

Week 6 – 🌲 Stick Man
Learning Intention: To explore rivers and natural environments.
Nursery Activity Instructions:
· Explore the river in the story using sand and water play.
· Discuss what lives near rivers and what we can see along the banks.
Reception Activity Instructions:
· Create a simple river map for Stick Man’s journey.
· Include trees, bridges, and banks.
Development Matters Links:
· Nursery: Recognise natural features; talk about experiences in familiar environments.
· Reception: Describe locations and physical features; use simple maps to represent places.













	Geography

	Three and Four-Year-Olds
	Mathematics
	· Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.
· Describe a familiar route.
· Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

	
	Understanding the World
	· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
· Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.
· Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.

	Reception
	Understanding the World
	· Draw information from a simple map.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
· Explore the natural world around them.
· Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.

	ELG
	Understanding the World
	People, Culture and Communities
	· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.

	
	
	The Natural World
	· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.




