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	Reception 
	Topic: Living things and their habitats 

	
	Understanding the world :
· Draw information from a simple map. 
· Explore the natural world around them. 
· Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
· Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 




	Prior learning
	Future learning

		· Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
· Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties. Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 




	· Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. (Y1 – Plants) 
· Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. (Y1 – Plants) 
· Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive. (Y2 – Living things in their habitat) 
· Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats. (Y2 – Living things in their habitat) 




	WHAT PUPILS NEED TO KNOW OR DO TO BE SECURE

	

	Key learning
	

	• Draw information from a simple map. 
• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
Classification 
· Name and describe plants and animals they find in the school grounds. 
Pattern seeking 
· Look for minibeasts in different areas of the school grounds. 
Look for plants in different areas of the school grounds.

	Key vocabulary

	live, on land, in water, jungle, desert, North Pole, South Pole, sea, hot, cold, wet, dry, snow, ice, environment, polar regions, ocean, camouflage 











	Common misconceptions

	Some children may think: 
· trees are not plants 
· trees are not living as they do not seem to change or grow 
· weeds are bad plants. 


	Create appropriate experiences to initiate learning 

	What adults might provide 
	What adults might do 

	Opportunities to explore the plants in the surrounding natural environment 
· Taking photographs of the plants they find in the school grounds 
· Observing closely and drawing the plants in the school grounds 
· Finding plants in the school grounds to match with photographs of them 
· Looking at aerial views to count the number of trees in the school grounds 
· Using a map of the school grounds, with pictures of where specific plants can be found, to find those plants 
· Creating a map to show how to find their favourite plants in the school grounds.
· Finding minibeasts in the school grounds 
· Taking photographs of the minibeasts they find in the school grounds
· Matching the minibeasts they find to pictures that identify them 
· Observing the minibeasts closely, using a magnifying glass or app on a tablet 
· Drawing pictures of the minibeasts 
· Creating a map to show where they found each type of minibeast 
· Sharing books about minibeasts 
· Playing with small world minibeasts 
· Building minibeast homes 

Opportunities to explore plants and animals in a contrasting natural environment 
· Visiting a contrasting natural environment e.g. forest, beach, etc. 
· Finding and taking photographs of plants and animals in the contrasting natural environment 
· Sharing non-fiction and fiction books about the contrasting natural environment visited 
	· Support children to identify different plants e.g. trees, bushes, flowers, vegetables, herbs. 
· Ensure children are careful when exploring the plants and do not damage them in any way. 
· Encourage children to touch and smell the plants, when appropriate. 
· Encourage children to talk about the plants they find. 
· Support children to name the plants they find. 
· Encourage children to find the same plant in a different place. 
· Ensure children are careful when observing minibeasts and return them to where they found them. 
· Encourage children to talk about the minibeasts they find. 
· Support children to name the minibeasts they find. 
· Encourage children to identify similarities and differences between the plants and animals they find in the surrounding natural environment and the contrasting one they visit.
· Encourage children to ask questions about plants and animals they find 
Encouraging scientific enquiry
Classification 
• Name and describe plants and animals they find in the school grounds. 
Pattern seeking 
• Look for minibeasts in different areas of the school grounds. 
• Look for plants in different areas of the school grounds. 


	TAPs science lessons 
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	Lesson 1 



	Key Assessment Questions




